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position of the Slawek Government had been generally expected
immediately, but nothing of the kind occurred until May 26
following, when Slawek and the Cabinet resigned. The retiring
Premier explained that he had decided to give his whole time
to the leadership of the Government Block, and more particularly
to pressing forward the amendment of the Constitution, which
in his view remained the most important work before the country.
On May 27 Prystor, Minister of Commerce in the outgoing
Cabinet, was entrusted with the formation of a new Government,
and was quickly successful. His Cabinet was nearly the same as
the preceding one, the most notable change, in addition to Slawek's
absence, being the appointment of Jan Pilsudski as Finance
Minister. Shortly after entering on office Jan Pilsudski announced
that his general policy would not depart from that of Matuszewski,
his predecessor, and that to offset loss on the national revenue,
the national expenditure would be reduced to 2,450 million
zlotys.
THE STAHLHELM AT BRESLAU
Polish relations with Germany could scarcely be improved by
the great Stahlhelm demonstration which was held on May 31
at Breslau, in presence of the ex-Crown Prince, Marshal
Mackensen, and other German notables. One of the chiefs of the
organization declared that it would never recognize the frontiers
established by the Versailles Treaty—a threat, plainly, to the
Poles. Zaleski sent a Note to Berlin suggesting that a demonstration
so close to the German-Polish frontier tended to disturb inter-
national relations; in reply, Germany stated that the Stahlhelm
was a private association and had no official character. About
the same time Treviranus once more preached revisionism.
But also about the same time, all over the world, interest in
high politics fell away as the general financial and economic
situation, grown much worse, came more and more into view,
chiefly because of the virtual bankruptcy of the Reich, as evidenced
by the failure of big national banking and other commercial
institutions, and Hindenburg's appeal to President Hoover
for help which led to the "Hoover Moratorium'* postponing

